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Pagans in the Promised Land provides a unique, well-researched challenge to U.S. federal Indian

law and policy. It attacks the presumption that American Indian nations are legitimately subject to

the plenary power of the United States.
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A commentary by a United Methodist Pastor on the book "Pagans in the Promised Land: Decoding

the Doctrine of Christian Discovery" by Steven T. Newcomb (2008; Fulcrum Press. ISBN

978-1-55591-642-8).A little background for those of you who are unfamiliar with "decolonization".

Anthropologically speaking, decolonization refers to the effort to systematically remove all forms of

the invasive and pernicious effects of colonization upon indigenous peoples. Further, decolonization

includes developing ones ability to understand and discuss non-European cultures from an

unbiased and non-Western perspective. In other words, decolonization finally offers "voice" to the

First Nations of the Americas. Native American nations have experienced 500 years of the

destructive affects of Euro-American colonization upon their bodies, minds, spirits, souls and

psyches. Decolonization thinking attempts to un-do or at least seriously address this destruction.

There is a growing body of research and writings which contribute to such decolonization thinking,

including "Pagans in the Promised Land: Decoding the Doctrine of Christian Discovery".For those

unfamiliar with it, decolonization literature can seem frightening or "radical" because it tells history's

tales and approaches the truth of existence from completely different perspectives than those with



which the mainstream is familiar. In the case of the North American continent, the tales are told (and

assumes that the world works) from an indigenous worldview, NOT a Euro-American one.

Euro-American critics of decolonization bandy about terms like "revisionist history".
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